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two parties. The King had an acute sense of the danger of the
monarchy being left the sole hereditary institution in the country.
This was probably exaggerated, but it was a factor to be reckoned
with when the question of House of Lords reform became important.
Lloyd George explained that he had used his phrase " out of respect "
to the Sovereign, thinking it improper to omit a " reference to the
Supreme Head of the State " on so serious an occasion. He " was
not ready to be governed by the King and peers but would bow
to the King and the people/' Not without reason the King questioned
the constitutional propriety of either expression and said sharply that
he expected his Ministers- to abstain from advocating, directly or
indirectly, the abolition of the House of Lords. If anything had to
be done, mending and not ending was to be the word. Mending
was now what the Government took in hand.
Campbell-Bannerman was not given to invective, but after the
destruction of the Education Bill he promised his supporters to " find
a way " of dealing with the situation. Accordingly the King's Speech
at the beginning of the 1907 session contained a passage declaring that
" serious questions affecting the working of our Parliamentary system
had arisen from unfortunate differences between the two Houses,"
and that " His Majesty's Ministers have this important subject under
consideration with a view to a solution of the difficulty." For the
next six months Ministers continued to say in the House and out
of it that they would not " act as caretakers for a party which the
country had rejected," that "the time for compromisings and
temporizings and verbal expostulations had gone by," that " the
British people must be master in their own house," and so forth,
but these were phrases which had been heard a hundred times before,
and impatient followers wanted to know what the Government
intended to do.
Ministers in fact were debating that question among themselves,
and for some time with small prospect of agreement. Should the
House of Lords be reformed and its personnel changed so as to cure
its partisan character, should its powers be curbed, should both of
these things be attempted at the same time, or the two taken separately 5
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